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Summary 
The fourth Community Advisory Group (CAG) meeting for the Central Avenue at BRC Railroad 
Grade Separation Study was held on January 30, 2014, at the Garfield Ridge Public Library at 
6348 W. Archer Avenue, Chicago IL 60638 from 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. The meeting included the 
following: 
 

• PowerPoint presentation 
• Copies of the CAG #4 presentation and updated Stakeholder Involvement Plan (SIP) 

were passed out to CAG member to include in their binders 
 

To announce the January 30, 2014 CAG meeting, an E-invitation and printed invitation were 
created (note: printed invitations were sent to those that requested them in their CAG 
membership forms). The invitations were sent out on January 14, 2014 to 30 CAG members. 
The meeting was attended by thirteen (13) CAG members (see attached Sign-In Sheet) and ten 
(10) project team members. 
 
PowerPoint Presentation 
The major topics of the PowerPoint presentation were: 
 

• Recap of CAG Meeting #3 
• Purpose and Need Benchmark 
• Alternatives Evaluation  
• Alternatives Studied Further 
• Narrowing of Alternatives 
• Closing Remarks/Next Steps 

 
Questions, issues and concerns were brought up during the presentation and are summarized 
in the Summary of Comments section of this document. 
 
Recap of CAG Meeting #3 
The project team provided a brief recap of the topics covered in the previous CAG meeting.   
 
Purpose and Need Benchmark 
The Purpose and Need as discussed at CAG Meeting #3 was reviewed.  It was noted that the 
Purpose and Need serves as a benchmark against which all of the alternatives must be 
measured.  Alternatives that do not meet the Purpose and Need will be dismissed on that basis.  
Those that do meet the Purpose and Need will be evaluated using the criteria that are 
developed for the project. 
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Alternatives Evaluation 
The project team gave a brief summary of the Alternatives Evaluation and the metrics used to 
eliminate each alternative. Six (6) alternatives were eliminated based on CAG input at CAG 
Meeting #3 and three (3) alternatives were eliminated based on comments from the Chicago 
Department of Aviation (CDA). The remaining six (6) alternatives, including the No Build and 
two alternatives added after CAG Meeting #3 (CU3-SEE and CU5-SEE) were then carried 
forward to the next step of analysis.  
 
Alternatives Studied Further 
The remaining alternatives to be studied further were presented with residential and commercial 
displacements shown.  The displacements were based on the preliminary geometry and the 
approximate limits of construction that would be required for each.  The residential displacement 
parcels were shaded in pink and the commercial displacement parcels were shaded in green. 
 
Review and Comparison of Remaining Alternatives 
The project team presented the six (6) remaining alternatives and reviewed the pros and cons of 
each. A table comparing the differentiating impacts for each alternative was also shown. The 
CAG reached a general understanding that two of the remaining alternatives (CU1 and CU3) 
should be eliminated due to high residential and commercial impacts. In addition, these 
alternatives which eliminate the Central Ave at Archer Avenue intersection and the at-grade 
railroad crossing provide enhanced performance with respect to traffic congestion and 
intermodal connectivity. Additional CAG comments on the alternatives comparison are 
summarized in the Summary of Comments section.  
 
Next Steps 
A second public meeting will be held on March 4, 2014 from 4pm to 7pm at Mayfield Banquets 
to discuss the range of alternatives and obtain public input. Additionally, members of the project 
team will present a project update to the United Business Association of Midway on February 
12, 2014.  
 
Summary of Comments 
The following is a list of comments and questions heard during the meeting: 
 

1. One CAG member asked to see examples of underpasses through residential 
neighborhoods (similar to Central Avenue).  
 

Response: The project team will post Google map links to the CAG members so they 
can take more time to browse through the examples shown.  

 101 Robert T Palmer Dr Elmhurst, IL 60126 
 510-592 N County Farm Rd 

https://www.google.com/maps/@41.898649,-87.938297,3a,75y,342.51h,94.44t/data=!3m4!1e1!3m2!1sVBGVEhESYE248KzkUlkcwA!2e0
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.871216,-88.145065,3a,75y,191.24h,68.66t/data=!3m4!1e1!3m2!1soYs8yEybMSud6p4GArkNww!2e0
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 890-898 N Naper Blvd Naperville, IL 60563 
 18231 S Park Ave, Homewood, IL 60430 
 

2. Have any studies been conducted to avoid impacting the Shop and Save Market with the 
jughandle? 
 

Response: The proposed jughandle location is the most efficient route to connect 
Central Avenue to Archer while maintaining a maximum of 3% grade and minimizing 
impacts to the surrounding area. Moving the jughandle further east or west would still 
impact the Shop and Save Market.  

3. The business displacement criterion does not take into account the cost of displacing 
businesses. For instance, displacing the Shop & Save will cost more than displacing a 
single residence.  
 

Response: The costs of displacements will be determined and evaluated once the 
alternatives are refined further. The number of displacements presented is based on 
preliminary geometry and is subject to refinement. 

4. A representative from the CDA stated that the remaining alternatives appear to satisfy 
the airport parameters previously discussed with the project team. 
 

5. One CAG member asked if traffic could be routed along 55th St. and take a side street to 
head north instead of grade separating Central Avenue.  
 

Response: This scenario would not meet the Purpose and Need because it would 
reroute traffic into residential neighborhoods causing additional residential 
displacements, safety concerns and would not improve travel time for motorists.  

6. Will this study result in just one alternative recommended for construction? 
 

Response: The Environmental Assessment document will include the alternatives 
analysis and recommendation of a preferred alternative for design approval.   

7. Is funding available for this project beyond this study?  
 

Response: The Illinois Department of Transportation has some funds allocated for 
construction but no funding for Phase II engineering (contract plan preparation) or 
land acquisition. 

8. If the No Build alternative is selected, can the extra funds that IDOT has set aside be 
used for other projects such as the Central-Central Underpass? 
 

https://www.google.com/maps/@41.785955,-88.114048,3a,75y,312.45h,86.18t/data=!3m4!1e1!3m2!1sbYDyF3EYQNNaJaQ7dSYkOw!2e0
https://www.google.com/maps/@41.557232,-87.671958,3a,75y,70.55h,88.49t/data=!3m4!1e1!3m2!1sbMUzLKAfjBvJhCQaIC83aQ!2e0
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Response: The Central-Central Underpass is a separate project. IDOT would need 
to assess their budget and determine funding priorities system wide.   

9. Seems as though the jughandle will cause more traffic delays for motorists traveling on   
Central Avenue to access Archer Avenue.  
 

Response: The existing Central Avenue and Archer Avenue intersection would 
require additional lanes to reduce the current delay. Adding the jughandle would 
create a more efficient route by improving the flow of east-west and north-south 
traffic. The newly created three-legged intersection will work well more efficiently 
than the existing 4-legged intersection, by eliminating the effects of train delays.  

10. The jughandle poses ADA and pedestrian concerns for people using public transit and 
transferring from Central Avenue to Archer Avenue.   
 

Response: The design for the Preferred Alternative will accommodate pedestrians 
and comply with ADA guidelines.  

11. Will the underpass be designed to prevent flooding? 
 

Response: The design will incorporate a pumping system independent of Midway 
Airport that will pump the water out of the underpass and into an underground 
system. The location of the storage will be determined once the Preferred Alternative 
is selected. Runoff will be released from the storage tanks at a rate that the existing 
sewers can accommodate and as approved by the Chicago Department of Water 
Management. 

12. What is the signal timing for the Central Avenue and Archer Avenue intersection? 
 

Response: The project team will send the requested data to the CAG member. 

13. Removing businesses and residences along Central Avenue would diminish the 
residential feel of the neighborhood.  
 

14. Residential displacements give people an opportunity to relocate off of a busy street and 
into a more residential neighborhood. 
 

15.  CU5-SEE seems to be the most clean of all the alternatives.  
 

16.  Will CU5-SEE require a detour during construction? 
 

Response: A detour will be required but Central Avenue may remain open during a 
portion of the construction since the proposed alignment of Central Avenue is offset 
from the existing alignment.  
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17. Would it be wise to design the Central Avenue underpass as a six lane road to 
accommodate future traffic? 
 

Response: The project team has not reached this level of design yet, but this option 
can be considered.  

18. When will the final decision on the Preferred Alternative be made? 
 

Response: The preferred alternative will be determined near the end of the Phase I 
Study which is anticipated to be at the end of 2014. 

19. If Central Avenue and Archer Avenue are grade separated, CTA bus service would most 
likely improve along Archer Avenue by eliminating the signalized intersection.  
 

20. The United Business Association of Midway will host a meeting on February 12, 2014 at 
8:15 am for area businesses to get a briefing on the Central BRC project by IDOT 
representatives.  

 

 








